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BEFORE THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI

ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 362 OF 2025
2 | INTHE MATTER OF:

ews Item titled “Parijat trees faces extinction risk scientist suggest

tanical reclassification” appearing in the Hindustan Times dated
.07.2025

ZKFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF THE RESPONDENT NO. 4, UTTAR
q' PRADESH POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD, LUCKNOW

L, J.P Maurya, S/o Sh. Darbari Lal Maurya aged about 56 years, presently
posted as the Regional Officer, Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board at

Lucknow do hereby solemnly affirm and state on oath as under:

That in the official capacity mentioned above, I am acquainted with
the facts and circumstances of the case and as such I am competent

and authorized to swear this affidavit.

That the Board has conducted the inspection of the Parijat trees site
at Sultanpur and Barabanki on 09.10.2025. A true copy of the
inspection reports dated 09.10.2025 is annexed herewith and marked
as Annexure R4/1 (Colly).

That the Board has sent a letter dated 09.10.2025 to the Director,
Social Forestry and Wildlife Division, Sultanpur for necessary

&thﬁ\ T Mac‘uon and seeking details regarding Parijat Trees in the region. The
K

:\': 5VOCATE & NOTADirector, Social Forestry and Wildlife Division, Sultanpur has vide
vm Devi Ganj. Anaiv®

its letter dated 13.10.2025 responded with the requisite details.
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A true copy of the letter dated 09.10.2025 and 13.10.2025 is annexed
herewith and marked as Annexure R4/2 (Colly).

4. That the Board has sent a letter dated 11.08.2025 to the Director,
Social Forestry and Wildlife Division, Barabanki for necessary
action and seeking details regarding Parijat Trees in the region. The
response of the Director, Social Forestry and Wildlife Division,
Barabanki has responded vide its letter dated 16.10.2025 with the
requisite details. A true copy of the letter dated 11.08.2025 and
16.10.2025 is annexed herewith and marked as Annexure R4/3
(Colly).

That the National Botanical Research Institute, Lucknow was
conducted the inspection of the Parijat Trees at Kintoor, Barabanki
on 06.10.2025 and submitted its inspection report vide its letter dated
15.10.2025. A true copy of the inspection report dated 15.10.2025
of Parijat Trees at Kintoor, Barabanki is annexed herewith and

marked as Annexure R4/4.

0. That the District Magistrate, Prayagraj has vide its letter dated
02.09.2025 constituted a three member committee comprising of
Director, Social Forestry and Wildlife Division -Prayagraj, District
Horticulture Officer-Prayagraj and Additional District Magistrate —
Prayagraj. Letter dated 10.10.2025 was sent to the joint committee
for necessary action. A true copy of the letter dated 02.09.2025 and

‘\it)%ﬁg? A NOTTRPL\O'.'IOQO% is annexed herewith and marked as Annexure R4/5

Vi, Devi Ganj. Anaiv
sgampu® Jangk (COHY)'

3\\’\\\ O\ 7.°7 The Board has vide its letter dated 18.10.2025 to the Director, Social
Forestry and Wildlife Division has requested for the compliance of

g;rections and to submit the factual Report. A true copy of the letter
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3

dated 18.10.2025 is annexed herewith and marked as Annexure
R4/6

8. That the contents of the Affidavit are true and correct and nothing

material has been concealed thereof.

DEPONENT

Verified at Lucknow on this the 24" day of October 2025 that the
contents of above affidavit are true and correct to my knowledge based on

records and information received and believed to be true, no part of it is

5

ﬁ:\ DEPONENT
AMORISH KUMA -

"AT& & NOTARY
.  Ganj, Anaiye
GAaripy

%\““Is\r\

false and nothing material has been concealed therefrom.

o\
the ennnant
. bere. . ing

Know and iden
0 has signed/put
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a4 srafey,
i B Annexure R4/1

GICER

A T sRa s, TS fieel § Aifdra sflovo wwem—362 /2025 News Item®
Parijaat Trees Faces Extinction risk scientist suggest Botanical reclassification” #§ TR
ey fi 23 /07 /2025 & U F GRS g™ AL, TEE—IHTIR, aREE 3
ety forderor s —

fe~gwam ergm & AT 16,/07 /2025 & AHROT # USRI WY “ Parijaat Trees Faces Extinction
risk scientist suggest Botanical reclassification” &1 A19-1g T &Ra aifdreawor, 2 e gv1 W@ g, g5
o Y 3MOTO RT—362 /2025 News Item” Parijaat Trees Faces Extinction risk scientist suggest Botanical
reclassification” # f3=ii® 23 /07 /2025 BT andw TR fbar Tar 8, Rrrds T ofer Freraq 2—
5. The power of the Tribunal to take up the matter suo-motu has been recognized by the Hon’ble Supreme
Court in the matter of “Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai vs. Ankita Sinha & Ors.” reported in 2021
SCC Online SC 897.
6. Hence, we implead the following as respondents in the matter: i. Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, Regional Office, Lucknow Kendriya Bhawan, 5th Floor, Sector "H" Aliganj, Lucknow —
226020 ii. Botanical Survey of India CGO Complex, 3rd MSO Building, Block F (5th and 6th Floor), DF Block,
Sector |, Salt Lake City, Kolkata - 700 064 iii. District Magistrate, Barabanki Collectorate, Barabanki District
Magistrate, Prayagraj District Magistrate Office, Collectorate, Prayagraj iv. Uttar Pollution Control Board,
Through its Member Secretary TC-12V, Vibhuti Khand, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow — 226010
7. Issue notice to the above respondents for filing their response/reply by way of affidavit at least one week
before the next date of hearing. If 3 any respondent directly files the reply without routing it through his
advocate then the said respondent will remain virtually present to assist the Tribunal.
8. List on 27.10.2025.

SWIFT S B U 3 IS AR 8 39 IR B U5 wea-787 /Re
grfadT—257 /2025 &A% 11,/08 /2025 & Args § wrig Fere, AMie afe], ad
U, SRTED! BT uF UG fhar war @ den orr Rirener, aNee eRT N oy uH
HE&T—271 / Qosiovo—2—93fo faAls 28 /07 /2025 & #egd & wAR PR, @i
qIfeent, 99 99T, IRIESHT D 95 UG fear T &

A0 T ERA AREROT g wIRT S MY B SUTe § SUG—aREd &
Ir—Rifern, Teifia—mTR § Rerd gk ger &1 FRIeT sriewaeRadisl gr s
09 /10 /2025 @I faar rar| Afemor & SR &) =N 1008 o Freer Agar off qERTS
(Teon) SuRerd Y| BRI St g1 GRS 981 & A ¥ waEferd aikeid e R,
TR, TEAT—IFTR, IREH Bl TG § IG—I@TT BT B par o &l 2 |
fieror & SRM Fr=ferRaa qeg gerer # oy —
1—FNET & T THSl GRS B AT a9 RMET g/ 94 @ ARt AR o @
W WHH R Y@ ¥ I B AN AR AT Sirel el e R}

2—IIRSITT gar URER # WIg dI€ & A | SID! Ud AT B ge B WRET
feen—fce ueffa 5y ™ 2

3-UIRSIT &M &5 & aRi 3R WAl arevgara fiffa 8, R smrget @ sterqeit @
AR 8 S 4% §R 2 |

4—TIRSIT ge1 9 37 Y-l & =g og o waRiae oy wenfia @ Rt aiRerd gar
DI AARHAIAR Rarg ag STargfii @ o 2

5—{*RIeToT & R RSl g1 STaNTd T T foh S uIkeiTe g8 WR 06 WENY ufdf @
Thel faemm Y& € a1 06 7€M Yofa: udsre @ argwen €+ g4 &1 Frerr 3 g
UIRSITT 987 W Gl 9 ufeerdt feme arlt 7, fller & SRM R 1 B dore

: St =
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b5 et 2 O L e e

TR0 GIRT ST HRIAT o FaBMARIT P goT HR el TR 987 fod! Haaae
HAS I Hodged Wl FEd 2 | WD IR A GRS gRen I8 & 5 s HUE ¥ udbe 14
I H U8 U B | <9 39 Wi o T | Uved 3rSaary & GHY 309 duide § @i |
gedl IR S TRIT 3G o 31U+ 9191 ¥ Uriel b s d) 39 Jfud fhar, sdl SR I8 a1
U W ¥ 8 o 8T B | 99 g & 5 39 eiieifee ud enfgd g9 & w9 fawa
H ORI g&T TRl § g BT T I 10 HIeX A BT 2| ST & W H 6
HAHE T & H AW & Ol @& @ SWT Gex 8 O & | IR 387 & g 3 o
AT HedT &I T Udhe Bl B

SRITAER e FRemr e s daiare vd i araegs Hrdard! 2g

AR UK & | @v\ M‘J
aistrele
it R %‘”\W

v f=ar Terogaioarfiio
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o s eRa afdever gRT uRa Sa oY 3
gedia—~ETR ¥ Rera wilkema g&1 @1 fR=tie 09 /10 /2025

: S
Latitude: 27.003491
: # | Longitude: 81481750, .8
Elevation: 12702403 m B Elevation: 145.39415.45 m
Accuracy. 473 m ek Accuracy; 1519 m
09-10-202515:41:15 : : P Time: 09 '

b

de: 81.481734

de: 27.003513 T R T 4 ] - Baraulia, Uttar Pradesh, India ==

~ 2f3j+9pr, Vill, Baraulia, Uttar Pradesh 225207, India
Lat 27.0036° Long 81.482542° > .
09/10/25 03:44 PM GMT +05:30 s}
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Latitude: 27.003445 E g ™% . - Baraulia, Uttar Pradesh, India ==
Longitude: 81.481945 =% e : v 5 213j+9pr, Vill, Baraulia, Uttar Pradesh 225207, India
Fessl 12.;33’:!16.89 m » A : ' Lat 27.003588° Long 81.481983°

Time: 00.10-2025 15:42:28 < S A..e 09/10/25 03:44 PM GMT +05:30

Note: Parijat Tree Bbk

- Baraulia, Uttar Pradesh, India == ;

™ 2£3j+9pr, Vill, Baraulia, Uttar Pradesh 225207, India  SEla2Ll 136.62¢6.00 m
Lat 27.0036° Long 81.482542° x| IAccuracy: 3.54 m
09/10/25 03:44 PM GMT +05:30 ime:09-10-202515:4350:

|r
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&g Frafe,
Sowo wgEv AT a4,
gave |

A Y BRa aftewur, T2 ool ¥ AT 3NoTo HT—362 /2025 News Item titled

“Parijat trees faces extinction risk scientist suggest botanical reclassification” appearing in the
Hindustan Times dated 16.07.2025 ¥ UIRT e fa=id 23 /07 /2025 & AJUre # UiiRuia

g™ B R PR s —

fegw™ e/ & fAIF 16/07 /2025 & WXHRUT H USRI @aR “Parijat trees faces extinction
risk scientist suggest botanical reclassification &T AF+1a T &Rd sifdievor, 73 ool grT w@a: w9
ofd gy 3flolo HEAT-362 /2025 News Item titled “Parijat trees faces extinction risk scientist suggest
botanical reclassification” appearing in the Hindustan Times dated 16.07.2025 ¥ f&=i® 23 /07 /2025 ®1
ey uika faar = &, foras ge o fAad 8-

5- The power of the Tribunal to take up the matter suo-motu has been recognized by the Hon'ble Supreme Court in
the matter of "Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai vs. Ankita Sinha & Ors." reported in 2021 SCC Online SC
897.

6- Hence, we implead the following as respondents in the matter. I. Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change, Regional Office, Lucknow Kendriya Bhawan, 5th Floor, Sector "H" Aliganj, Lucknow 226020 ii. Botanical
Survey of India CGO Complex, 3rd MSO Building, Block F (5th and 6th Floor), DF Block, Sector 1, Salt Lake City,
Kolkata 700 064 iii. District Magistrate, Barabanki Collectorate, Barabanki District Magistrate, Prayagraj District
Magistrate Office, Collectorate, Prayagraj iv. Uttar Pollution Control Board, Through its Member Secretary TC-12V,
Vibhuti Khand, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow -226010

7- Issue notice to the above respondents for filing their response/reply by way of affidavit at least one week before
the next date of hearing. If 3 any respondent directly files the reply without routing it through his advocate then the
said respondent will remain virtually present to assist the Tribunal.

8- List on 27.10.2025.

IR ARY B U ¥ AAWS HRAAE] 8q 36 AT & T3 H&-450 / Moo H0—362 /2526
fawis 09/10 /2025 & Hrea | yarfa fders, wrafores aife, a9 Wi, eargr &1 93 3fa far
TR

Hlo WY BRA RS0 gRT UG I QY & IFUeH A SHye—garaqyR @ e SenT &=
gReR & Rerd wiRea g&r &1 ARiEor fRF1& 09/10 /2025 31 smEiEERGaRl gRT fear Tar f&ar
7| e & dRM fEfaRea g werer F -

1. SIS GAaHGR § TIRST et forerm SEiT o, geamgR aRER A N 98 @ 9 | T 200
#lex §¥ Rerd (Geo Location 26.267177, 82.081219) & |

2. #feY & HuTedl Ud Hed g8 WIS & WedlT | g8 @RI 3R Ul QAR d Silell | Gl 6’y
AT AT € T UEREIAN] ¥ 987 @ He A 1 WY hRrn A ¥

3. RS g&7 ¥R WIeH 9IS @ ARgH W ANTgP! UG STl 31 g8 & wwewr =g fawm-—fadw
weffa fd T 7
IRIFG Ae & BRYT AT & $3 forall ¥ AN GIRWIT &1 & Qe &g M § |
YIRS &1 9 3 Y- @ Riwg =g waliee vy wifid 8 s TR g¢1 &1 smasaaargar
fRiard ¥q wemgfef @ o 21

6. UIRSA g8 W 06 #EM Uftil 9 G faer = v&d & o 06 #E qUid: Udsts P JfawRAT G+l &
2| Fderor & wwa oIS 967 R $a 9 gt faemms arft 1=, e @ <k o T wies
| 2|


aoramitkumar@gmail.com
Typewritten text
8


Latitude: 26.2671°77 ..,
Longitude: 82081219
Elevation: 112.59:2.8 m
Accuracy: 3,19 m
Azimuth: 82° (E)
Pitch: 5.9° - : g e
GPSTime: 09-10-2025 17.00 AP~ S S T

Ih'ou:pllij:t =

CEHYITOT 3 M aeadit asnt 21ar e, 02 RIS SR8 TE e e I OeT s R o
TRTON 5 T AT dhusr s afromr s Pt IE T Srann F N

FTMIITY asTer T uresdl W oA s ey VN 1T 20T Y 5 ey Sy ey eparey
Terer oy =rofT o= srar oTa |
P IO AT Tt &Y B anor anf rerast Hr e TR U S PT o BIUETT et

e~ enf1 dy Y Lolhom s B3 aavan m faray 5 s e |

TAZIT ATHTT w70 JRTeAT 31 JTRZATHA AT S197 W00 5Y fAsnss, s ar-1 rr tireien

et I ey fafra =g iy B QoY s i
T IR ST NI Frereny a0 A 20 53 spin o aniiiey B v B 0
Tr 2w JTETITRA N ar ariekt 37 Tty arern #" fon 372 37v2T - oo Saren - STnTR

Ty Tty e |

SRIBIAR Wiy e e 3mus aaeart d A meas sidard &g |res Jegd

"6‘7“%,]0 1"5- y; S
) (et i)
IHAV WEAD wEras gatarer aifvawa
& IRe wEey,
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_ Annexure R4/2
= g drte,
A Soy0 HoT FriEr 91,
S H—=atr, 3faxT TR, A e e,
YERe—229001 (S090) /
: . 0allo
T 450/ 000 Na- 362 ).25-2 Reie- 29/)0 /2 o

Jar #,
TRig e,
|rHfTE arfea,
g UHIT, e R |
fava— i sRa affrevor, =€ ficell & gRT 3llogo W@—362 /2025 News Item titled “Parijat
trees faces extinction risk scientist suggest botanical reclassification” appearing in the
Hindustan Times dated 16.07.2025 % WiRa 3mewr R+ 23 /07 /2025 & U
e |
TR,
RUAT ST e Isia sRa siffewer, ¥ ool & §RT 3M0w0 wReA—362 /2025 News
Item titled “Parijat trees faces extinction risk scientist suggest botanical reclassification” appearing
in the Hindustan Times dated 16.07.2025 # WiRa 3w f&Hi® 23 /07 /2025 BT G T8 B
B B BN (BRAMR Her=) | Ia R ey & &7 39 fFaq &
“......1. This original application is registered suo-motu on the basis of the news item titled “Parijat trees
faces extinction risk scientist suggest botanical reclassification” appearing in the Hindustan Times dated
16.07.2025. 2. The matter relates to the increasing risk of extinction faced by the ancient Parijat tree species
in Uttar Pradesh. As per the article, scientists from the Botanical Survey of India (BSI) and the Birbal Sahni
Institute of Palaeosciences have raised serious concerns about the survival of these centuries-old trees found
in locations like Kintoor (Barabanki), Jhusi (Prayagraj), and Sultanpur. The article states that these trees—
estimated to be over 800 years old are under threat due to a combination of climate change, declining
rainfall, and overharvesting of their bark, leaves, fruits, and seeds. The article also highlights that researchers
have proposed a botanical reclassification. The article mentions that these trees are not only the oldest
known African Parijats in India, but also among the most ancient specimens of the species found outside the
African continent. The articime further highlights that the wood of the Parijat tree naturally holds a high
water content up to 79% which helps the trees remain upright.
2. However, as moisture levels decrease, the trees become unstable and vulnerable to collapse. The article
further notes that the water content in the Parijat tree at Jhusi has fallen to 45.2%, and in Kintoor to 39.7%,
indicating that both trees are currently at serious risk.
3. The above matter indicates violation of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, Biological Diversity Act,
2002.
4. The news item raises substantial issues relating to compliance with the environmental norms and
implementation of the provisions of scheduled enactment. ....”

T SURIGT TR Y {1 23 /07 /2025 & Ui Herd $% 3us sgaieed 1g iy
HGLIH HIYAEl Bq AIe} U¥T 2| PR Sa geww R AW geard e 27 /10,/2025 @i
o 21

Ho\e —JAuf |

HI0 THOSII0EI0 WHYo

(Stodio )
&g BTy
gfefeft:— frenfier) 7eey, Yo gR |

&3 ST

e “uaiaRer wa, Sowio—12d), ff wvs, Ml TR, SEEe—226010

www.uppeb.com, E-mail- roraebareli@uppcb.com
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Py wrfig FREE TS G a7 T Gera |
33‘?‘ 1585 /NGT foeT®, AR |3 -0 — 2025
i e,
8 Frafera, Sowo, WgEY Fra=er A,
gVt |
fawg— s sRe s TE-fwh @ GRT ologo Ho—362,/2025 News Item titled “Parijat

trees faces extinction risk scientist suggest botanical rccla.ﬂsiﬁculinn” appearing in the
Hindustan Times dated 16.07.2025 § WiRa amw RAiw 2307.2025 & FFIer
Y q|

Hav— STTHT THH— 450 / O.A. No.~362 / 25—26, f&i 09.10.2025
ARIEY

ST Wil T @ o B & R omee gerarge # Rerd oo gan @
Afer R 10002025 @ ©Y YW TR, gewmEE, A9 w9 afem, gearge T
ﬁmwo.mwm.wmﬁwm%ﬁ?MWImeﬂ
TSN, AR R I FrEtey @ TAiw-60/33-3 f20 16.09.2025 B AR | W TRATHS
s freaa 2-

SIS eamyR § TR (ddansonia digitata) &1 G& e SENT B, YR @
oReR # T 7 B we A o 200 M X Re (Geo Location N26°16'01.60°%, E£82°04'52.900")
2| Sowo Xrw I R €GN TRET g¥ @1 RRree ga Site f T @ qen gt 3 100
ad | 3 gt & | TEPT FE T 25 AeX T T 10 Kiex BT e wen i)
o1 @ | wiReT g e B

T 05 A T 98 B URY SR S dR T el ¥ [RET URT A W7 E qu
mawﬁmﬁﬂamwmwﬁtwmﬁﬁmamﬁgﬂnaﬁaﬁ
RO T A =/ AETE BN TR 98 ) W <9e A8 e o waar 8 | w98 @
& R Afex Rud 2| WRWW 98 @ GReT FReY @ et U9 e 38 Wi’ @ wedlm 9
gﬁﬁﬂaﬁmﬁﬁmmﬁaﬁﬁwm—w$ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%mmﬁmﬁqﬂﬁaﬁ%§
o &) o SRS g GRER @ aiite wed @ gt ¥ o et ReRi Y o @ st

gl
AT S SRR e e Ud 5w o & Wi ® 5 Faw [l
27102025 A 7d Reend /R 7w T3 & Aegw ¥ wgRRe e Rifte wEfad wRfd awd @

gee ¥ aaTad SrdaTE e @ T 9N |
LD
(srﬁ%’ﬁ'ﬁ)

wrfy g9,
AAISTE A a5 AT

FEAAFYR (ot
=Hiw— /. Saafestfed |
gfafefa— RTeTR®eR), Yoy I HIaY aaaiame Hiud | /

(it fie)
i e,
ST arieEsl 9 W
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!m : qafarer Annexure R4/3

GRAM : PARYAVARAN RES K H—‘T:-QT qE}_\I I l'[ I l _(ﬂé i

_ UTTAR PRADESH POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD
= LUCKNOW
.ﬁ‘;—:‘. ANy e

Nwps

"l 3_. ~ )l - JRe zinn:}I Office fra—— >
ot v} 7RG I 28 - -2
| Jar § 0 g0N0&0 TeHTIT
wfore mfsan,
9 THTT, ]ANTED) |

faces extinction risk scientist supgest botanical reclassification” appearing_in_the Hindustan Times
dated 16.07.2025 % WIRG aavl [ 23 /07 /2025 ® IFUTEr @ €1 i |

TEIRY,

T e fRAwgw W ol aftow, w8 Reel @ grr shovo ww=r-362 /2025 News ltem
titled “Parijat trees faces extinction risk scientist suggest botanical reclassification™ appearing in the Hindustan
Times dated 16.07.2025 § WG Ry R=wH 23 /07 /2025 B w=f TeW &e1 @1 & &3¢ (Sramdfd
W) | I TR ARY D FE v g -

“ovwec L. This original application is registered suo-motu on the basis of the news item titled “Parijat trees faces
extinction risk scientist suggest botanical reclassification™ appearing in the Hindustan Times dated 16.07.2025. 2.
The matter relates to the increasing risk of extinction faced by the ancient Parijat tree species in Uttar Pradesh. As
per the article, scientists from the Botanical Survey of India (BSI) and the Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeosciences
have raised serious concerns about the survival of these centuries-old trees found in locations like Kintoor
(Barabanki), Jhusi (Prayagraj), and Sultanpur. The article states that these trees—estimated to be over 800 years old
are under threat due to a combination of climate change, declining rainfall, and overharvesting of their bark. leaves.
fruits, and seeds. The article also highlights that researchers have proposed a botanical reclassification. The article
mentions that these trees are not only the oldest known African Parijats in India, but also among the most ancient
specimens of the species found outside the African continent. The articlme further highlights that the wood of the
Parijat tree naturally holds a high water content up to 79% which helps the trees remain upright.

2. However, as moisture levels decrease, the trees become unstable and vulnerable to collapse. The article further
notes that the water content in the Parijat tree at Jhusi has fallen to 45.2%, and in Kintoor to 39.7%, indicating that
both trees are currently at serious risk.

3. The above matter indicates violation of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, Biological Diversity Act. 2002.
4. The news item raises substantial issues relating to compliance with the environmental norms and implementation
of the provisions of scheduled enactment. ...." '

m:mmmmza/ov/zozsﬁuﬁmmmmsﬂmﬁquaxﬁm
;naﬁwardarﬁ%gﬂmﬁrﬁa%lmwwwaﬁnmﬁ?ﬁzuw/zozsas‘Tf'?ma
I

e d —gANRk |

(Slodio i)
JHfHRY
mﬁ:-mﬁmw,mﬁmwwmu
J

& Jifererd
7 §
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BT TR TAMEDBNI, IRIED] a9 TR, IRED] |
UFA® 1972 / 2—43 1D, IS, JFCIR 16 /2025
Jar ¥,
SGHEEDR
YRG! |
fawg Ty gRT AR g fReell @ gRT SI0U0ERET 362 /2025 News liem
titled “Parijat tree faces extinction risk scientist suggest botanical reclassification”
appearing in the Hindustan times dated 16.07.2025 # uia ey fesie 23.07.2025
& U T T W |
AEEY

GUAT AT BT B [ um Sferr (@Riferr 99 @) dsde Rl
TRIGR, TS IRE@T # STREM a9 4 ) Rem UrRifvs aIiRea gef & w3 i
ERA e a8 Sl 8N SWiad [9uad STooHwE 362 /2025 H il 23.07.2025 &I
areer ke fabam 3 8| SeT uTiRa ofeer & g e fread 2|

1. This original application is registered suo-motu on the basis of the news item titled parijat trees
faces extinction risk scientist suggest botanical reclassification” appearing in the Hindustan Times
date 16-07-2025 2. The matter relates to the increasing risk of extinction faced by the ancient Parijat
tree species in Uttar Pradesh. As per article, Scientists from the Botanical Survey of India (BST) and
the Birbal Sahni Institute of Palacosciences have raised serious concerns about the survival of these
centuries-old trees found in locations like Kintoor (Barabanki), Jhusi (Prayagraj) and Sultanpur. The
article states that these trees—estimated to be over 800 years old are under threat due to a
combination of climate change, declining rainfall, and overharvesting of their bark, leaves, fruits, and
seeds. The article also highlights that researchers have proposed a botanical reclassification. The
article mentions that these trees are not only the oldest known African Parijats in India, but also
among the most ancient specimens of the species found outside the African continent. The article me
further highlights that the wood of the Parijat tree naturally holds a high water content up to 79%
which helps the trees remain upright.

2. However, as moisture levels decrease, the trees become unstable and vulnerable to collapse. The
article further notes that the water content in the Parijat tree at Jhusi has fallen to 45.2%, and in
Kintoor to 39.7% indicating that both trees are currently at serious risk.

3. The above matter indicates violation of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, Biological
Diversity Act, 2002.

4. The news item raises substantial issues relating to compliance with the environmental norms and
implementation of the provisions of scheduled enactment.

SWRIGT e & yRUed J WRAK g& (Adansonia digitata) & Fwa= #
STTERT SMUHT FaT ¥ MaeIH HrIaTe! &g U |

1. 39 Do & U I 1409 /2—43 TSHTE 15002025 ERT e, =y aefis
SITEET | (NBRI) oI ¥ UGG ge7 &1 fafdaa Frieror / odieror e R
e o1 SR a1 T e @ 4 ISR e e WY, g s & s
g g diem, oRw e dsnfe, S W Ho Rie @ s dosiolie g™ fiH e
06.102025 ®I UIRST g&T & Rftea e o Ffeor Rad o g3 wer
10125 /01 Te=ler 15.10.2025 §RT KA @I & | RUIC Ud BICUTHY W™ § |
(e 01)
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2. IRIEH] a7 JINT & SR WX f3Hlh 09.06.2025 I YIRS &l T A FAvdicieh
I WX (NBRI) @@9s; @ dsie S0 g I, Sog-osofant va s
Trenme s gRT Aetor o war o7 | RS gat & e & Suvi eee gy ey
T FdeaR TR 97 &1 SueR fEar 1 g | FRe 9 aRiad wieThE Je
2| (derid 02)

3. TRV 98T & ¥ReTV Ud Hage =g IRED! 99 YHET §RT a9 2016 H IS gAWIES
ST ¥R (NBRI) TS ¥ UIRSIK g&f o1 FIRIeTOT R &l R foam 1 o,
foraa &9 # A3 2016 # ©10 gHoDofar, aRws g™ derie, N tHovHoRTS), werH
qPp-Ta! ATHNT, Sfo ST FAR T & THOHOTHA! Teh=11av] MABRT ERT UIRGA Far
&1 faftraa wderor f5ar Tar o den d=fet g1 ¥ T gEmal & oreR v o
ERT UIRSTT g&7 &1 FHI—HAI U SIcARIG gdisi ol foedd a 370 SuaR fdar
AT | WL TAWRIG SHIE GIF (NBRI) eRg &I RUIE Ud BIEUTHH Hel'd ¢ |

(Fe=Td 03)

SeorE g 2 {6 S99 g8 @1 BT Ud YW DI gl ufdafid @ ud swe oy
e Bl R TR BRIT W BT T 8| S e RIfern 9 wife AR 9 |
Rerd 89 & @RoT Wl afer / FHar) gRT Sa ga & gRemf 3 e # fafia
Y ¥ Ted @ B AR 2| 39s ofaRad SH g & I@-—X@E, eI U9 wage
TP FETI B fow Ui gafies ST W (NBRI) S € Fafia w5
A e wxrar e § vd Mo dsnel g Ry T geimdl @ orER S
geT @I FR=R g7 ST 9 SUER @1 SR 8 |

ara: RIS a1rqes] ey # GHudl AEId BRI &g UNd 2 |
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il

YU a1,
IRIGH] T YHRTIRE D! |
T=ie d e Saiiled |
yfaferf fF=faRad e Rat 1 et vd snavas wrdard! 7g UG |
1. R FTafErerl (<), aRmEa! |
2. & NI Sod0 UEUl M 9IS, oS Bl 9 d biaield b uH
TegT 787 fadTe 11.08.2025 & &H H |
3. B9 YN qEEaR, RG] |
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#wae  CSIR - NATIONAL BOTANICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE

{Council of Scientific & Industrial Research)
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EPABX Phones : 2208531, 32, 33, 2297800-2297999
E-mail : director@nbri.res.in

Gram : BAGH, Lucknow
Fax : (0522) 2205836, 2205839
Website . www.nbrires.in
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Renort on the sacred Parijat tree

The sacred Parijaat Tree at Kintoor. Barabanki. holds great religious importance for the local
community, Scicntificatly known as Adansenia digitata, this species is known to live for
approximately 1.000-2.300 vears. Based on radiocarbon dating. the Parijaat Tree is estimated
to be approximately §00 vears old. indicating signs of natural ageing. This ageing process is
reflected m reduced water comtent within 15 tissues (Patrut et al. 2020: DO

10,1537 Vjournal.pone 0227332}

e The overall condition of the tree appears healthy. and it is currently in the flowering
stage.
e No signs of leaf spot disease. dieback. or blight were detected.
« Latent fungal infections were not observed.
e There was no gum exudation present.
e Termite infestation was seen in the dead bark tissue of the lower wunk (possibly from
soil).
Further. it 35 recommended to weat the peripheral soil with sand and termicide/fungicide 1o
control the termites. Conduct a detailed study on the tree’s bark and soil microfiora. as these

may harbour pathogenic bacteria and fungi that could contribute 1o canker and dieback diseases

in Adansonia species.

16
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Background }‘ 4 "

In Ramnagar, district Barabanki, there is a sacred tree, known as "Parijat”. This tree is
believed to belong to Mahabharat period. There are a number of legends about this tree
which have popular acceptance. One being that Arjun brought this trec from heavens and
Kunti used to offer and crown Lord Shiva with its flowers. Another saying being, that Lord
Krishna brought this tree for his beloved queen Satyabhama or Rukmini. According to the
Harlivansh Puraan the Parijaat Tree is a Kalpaviksha, or wish bearing tree, which, apart from

this tree, is only found in heaven. A stamp of the tree has also been issued by the Indian
Postal Department in 1997 A
- ¢

The Parijat tree {(ddansonia digitaia) is considered to be a divine tree which blooms
occasionally (usually after Ganga Dusshera) with flowers that are white on blooming and turn
yellow on drying. The tree is unique in more than one aspect.

Historically, though these saying may have some bearing or not, but it is true that this tree is
very-very old and ancient. The tree is degencrating with age, and also because of human and
other biotic disturbances. The Forest Department of Uttar Pradesh approached CSIR-National
Botanical Research Institute, Lucknow to visit and suggest measures for its rejuvenation. The
task was assigned to Dr. S.K. Tewari, Senior Principal Scientist of the institute. Later, the
team, consisting Sri S.8, Tripathi, Principal Technical Officer, Dr. Anil Kumar, Technical
Officer and Sri S.K. Sharma, Technical Officer of CSIR-NBRI was formulated for the task.

In consultation with Mr. Javed Akhtar, Divisional Forest Officer, Barabanki, it was decided
to visit the site on 12 February 2016, We made some sincere efforts to help the tree
regenerate itself, as detailed in the following report:

General observations:

o The Parijaat tree has developed a large opening at the spot close to the temple where
devotees, for years, have been offering it water and sweets as prasad.

23


aoramitkumar@gmail.com
Typewritten text
23


27
‘ 24

The trec had already shed its old leaves throughout the shoot, and hence, obvious
signs of pathogenic infection on leaves, if any, werc missed.

The tree's trunk measures approximately 10 meters in diameter and some of its
shrivelled branches are provided wooden support. However, new shoots were visible
on these "almost dead"” branches.

’m‘ﬁﬁa‘??«g‘%‘@,
\& ﬁ,‘_r .' G,
S\.\ 33

The shoot portions were found free of any symptoms like die back, anthracnose,

bleeding, cankers, grooves, gums, resins, proliferation, sarcody, tumefaction or any
unusual ward-off.

However, a major portion of the tree trunk wood log (approximately 2.5 feet along
longitudinal axis and about 1.5 feet deep radially) was found missing; clearly
indicated break off in continuity of a tributary vasculature system via an associate off

shoot trunk. The initial observations in above gap portion showed died portions of
vascular fibres.

v “'1‘5‘-
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T following initial therapeutic measures were taken ulilising most of the available local
The
resaurees al sile:

1. The dried vascular fibres from the badly damaged tree trunk were removed gently
for laboratory analysis. A part of this exposed arca in the main trunk gap was
covered with a slurry made by mixing broad spectrum fungicide, contact
fungicide, an inseeticide and [resh dung of cow (1:1:0.5:1000 g w/w/w/w).

o

2. A compatible mixture of a broad spectrum fungicide (1%) and a contact fungicide

(1%} was sprayed on the trunk and lower branches. This mixture, supplemented
with anti-termite chemical was drenched into the collar zone soil, which was then

flooded with water for seepage of chemicals to deeper soil for effective control of
termites .
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Details of the plant protection chemicals used

Indofil M-45 300g/100 litre water
Vivastin 300g/100 litre water
Coprex (50% copper oxychloride) 400g/100 litre water

Laraveer-505 (Chlorpyriphos 50% + Cypermethrin 5%) 20 ml per litre

3. Tissue samples from tree and soil samples from collar zone were brought into laboratory
for enumeration of plant pathogens.

Site 1- back side of temple (outer bark and root ( 5 cm)), soil from root zone 10 cm
Site 2 -opposite temple root collar base soil
Site 3- bark and heterogeneous soil

The salient findings of laboratory analysis of these samples is summarized below:

Number of morphologically different bacterial and fungal isolates

Samples | No .of bacteria | No .of fungi
A 19 6
B 9 6
C 8 4
D 8 4
E 7 3
F 8 6
G 8 5
H 7 6
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Heterogeneous microbial population in samples (log;, CFU/g sample)
Samples Actinomycetes Bacteria Fungi
A 43 +0.013 6.0+ 0.07 3.1 % 0.03
B 46 0212 5.2+0.09 22+021
( C 450014 5.5+0.23 2.6+ 042
[ D 3.5+0.071 6.5+0.14 4.1%0.01
( E 47+0014 5.4%0.12 4.0+ 0.01
\ r F 4.6+ 0014 7.1% 0.03 3.640.04
\ G 4.4 0,049 53%0.22 3.5+0.06
[ H 43 +0.092 7.4 %0235 32+ 0.03

Morphologically different Fungi isolated from different samples

Pathological conclusions

1, Maximum fungal population of Aspergillus and Penicillium were observed which are
indicative of secondary infections.

2. Fusarium infestation was observed in samples B, D, F, G and H.

3. CSIR-NBRI Bacillus strain has shown biocontrol against most of the bacterial and
fungal isolates.
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Recommendations
1. Treatment ol cavities in the main trunk should be done (as demonstrated) at least once cvery
year (in February).

2, The treatment for termites should be modified as demonstraied, Rat

lermaticide on tree, drenching of the chemical in the soil, around the tr
shoui

her than spraying the

ec trunk with the water
d be done. The drenching in larger arca around the tree would be more beneficial,

. CSIR-NBRI Bacillus strain h

L3

as  shown biocontrol against most of the bacterial and fungal
isolates. To save the tree from bacterial and fungal infections, CSIR-NBRI Bacillus strain

would be provided 1o the Forest Department officials along with technical knowledge for jts
application.

4. The regular seepage of water from the temple near Parijat’s main trunk should be stopped. The
devotees should not be allowed to do this.

APLLICATION METHODS OF BACILLUS BASED BIOPESTICIDE

Range of the efficacy depends on the susceptibility of species in question, pest population levels,
and environmental conditions at time of application.

Foliar spray: Mix 100g inoculant in 100 L of water and spray on the maximum possible tree
trunk and foliage surfaces.

Some points to remember/preeautions:

1. A single application may not be sufficient: Multiple applications may be required to

provide adequate control. The product is best used as a suppressant rather than an er_adicam
and thresholds (treatment guidelines) developed for other products may not be appropriate.

Use against earlier stages of the insect/pest: Composition is more effective on younger
stages of the insect than on older stages.

Consider compatibility: Do not tank mix with any fungicidesf not allowed on the iabt‘el.
Applying subsequent fungicide sprays within 4 days after apphcam'm may also reduce its
efficacy. Note other label cautions about tank-mixing with other materials.

Humidity is a factor: Composition is likely fo be more effective in farm microclimates with
high relative humidity.

———————

Repnrting feam

L. . . . il Kumar,
Dr. Poonam C. Singh, Scientist, Sri 88 Tripalbi, Prineipal 1 L\Chm%a.l\om’-tlt‘:z?;x:::ﬂ
Teehnical Officer, Sri 8.K. Sharma, Technical Officer and Dr. SK Tewan, & §

B o
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